Annual Governance and Aceountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

o be completed by Local Gauncils, Internal Brainags Boar rer Smafler Autharities
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Guidanee nates an campleting Farm 3 of the Annual Governance and
Aceountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,QOO must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:
¢ The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor.
( '+ Seetigns 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Sgetion 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,

Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026. ’

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

« the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

« a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 '

* an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
« notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

* Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.
¢ Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
’ Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the fOIIowing information on the
authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

+ Netice of the peried for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the acegunting statements
are as yet unaudited; .

* Seetion 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2023/26 appraved and signed, page 4

* Seetion 2 - Accounting Statements 2029/26 approved and signed, page

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish: '

+ Netice of conglusion of audit

* Sgetion 3 - External Auditor Report and Gedtificate

* Sections 1and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as 3 fesult af the imited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested

parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015,
Throughout, the words ‘external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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Guidanee notes on completing Form 3 of the Anpual Geveraanee and

Aceountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

+ The authority must comply with Proper Practices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGA‘R. Proper
Practices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide* which is updated from time to time and contains everylhmg
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor.

« Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

« The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

. Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

+ The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

« The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

« You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

pI Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide*.

« Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

« Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

« Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
(Box 7 of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single period of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

« The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Al sections  |Have all highlighted boxes |

Has all'additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

v
Internal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes beencompletedby theinternal auditorand explanations provided? \/’

Section 1 " |For any statement to which the response is 'no’, has an explanation been published?” ”“(7' ]

Section? ~"|Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements before™ —“‘7“ i

presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed o ”(/ ST
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required? i /

™

/

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 87

Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate lsa |~ / N A
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

*Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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Annual Internal Augit Report 2025/26

GalthorPR & Fockerby PoriShy Covnc,L
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lIzur.mgfthe financial year er_mded 31 .March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the
asis o an assessment of nslg. carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.-
On the basis of the ﬁ.ndings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

v

®
'A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughoti the financi e
'B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, att——f- —]
' expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
/.. C. This authority assessed the significant risks fo achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these. .

D. The precept of rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgatary process; progress agaimst | | —
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.
E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly m—
banked: and VAT was appropriately accounted for. _'/ .
'E Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and No‘—————‘m L
VAT appropriately accounted for. e
'G. Salaries fo employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this-authority's =
" approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. 7 d -
— ——]

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

1. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year. 4
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct ¢ abtount’rng'basl?(recapts
~and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit 7

trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. [f the authority certified tself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024725, it met the
~ exemption criteria and correc@ly (ieclared ltself exempt. (l/,‘,tf% %%%% h%g g l/m//t[g% assurance g

review, of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered’) ? 7

m L. The authority published the required informationona website/webpage Up to date at the time of the

" internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of 1

* public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Rggulations (dring, :/,y;z %Q/Zﬁ/\ 3 ,5?%‘2@ 1

72 e ois I 20 (e 2024-25 AGAR Suieneti By & e 91 e Wbt e

authority approved minutes confirming, the dates sl
N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024725 AGAR™ oz

(see AGAR Page 1 Gujdance Notes). | ]

N ee— | — ————

©. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data Sy | %
compliance. i —

E. (For local councils only) =
Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustee. | :
For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed ).’"“—"J,r DRAFT

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit |+ PoLicY
™8
L APPR

09/0b /2 MR ANDRE W BOSHANS BA (HoNS)

Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit

Date 09/0@, /16

*If the response is ‘no’ please state the implicat§ns and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified (add
separate sheets if needed).

**Note: If the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is next planned; ar,
if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed). 2
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Seetion 2

1. Balances brought

forward q Cl 0\ q 23 \

Accounting Statements 2025/26 for
‘ : qdu“’(Pe and FoC(&e(bj fd 1SK Coun<i(

st £1-Do notleave any

must Tale/ /
“\"Total balances and reserves al the begmrﬁﬁb ofthe yeai‘”z

5 as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and

Levies q lolele. C\ o

Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies) 1
¢ © | received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

3. (+) Total other receipts

‘5 q’ 5 o ~7 6 £ 7 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any

Total' Income or racelpts as recorded i thetashbook fess—

grants received.

4. (-) Staff costs

| Total' expenditure or payments made to and om behalf

e of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
q' 7 l D\ C{' l employers NI contributions, employers pension

contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

& () Loaninteresticapital | | ——

repayments \ 7é & \ 7é

— Total expenaiture or payments of capitat amd interest
é made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

8. (JAlotherpayments |~ | ———

lo ‘c C(, l?) ) 2 q book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital

— | Total éxpenditure or payments as recorded i the cash-— |

repayments (line 5).

7.(=) Balances carried

. ' I Total balances and reserves at the end of the year, -
forward 3 3 ’5 5—[ D (| mustequal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and #

short term investments 2’5 \3 5 '7 2 ( holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, ca.

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus

and assets

long term investments loq IC\C‘ loq \q C‘ up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at

The value of all the property the authority owns =it is made|

31 March.

“10. Total borrowings 3016'(' ‘ lq

g 8 e The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of alffoans |
from third parties (including PWLB).

For

Local Councils Only

11 Do the figures in the |
accounting  statements  above
exclude any trust transactions?

e W B e AMLT  T O STT SRI Sh T I NIRRT 5 RSP i
a For guidance refer to the Practlttoners Gutde sectlons 2. 31 to 2 33

NGO TRLST FLUNDS

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability

Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

W
vae |4 (06 (2026

approved by this authority on this date:

|4 (66 /1oQ.6
as recorded in minute reference:

M ﬂuf% \aq% or\Q/Genequ ) 0%
BusineAS [AG AR

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements were approved

ARG e 4
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Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2025/26 Form 2

To be completed by smaller autherities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of aceount ended 31 March 2026 and that
wish ta certify themselves as exempt fram a limited assurance review under Section 9 of
the Local Audit (Smaller Autharities) Regulations 2015 o

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a,
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2026 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no

|ater than 30 June 2026 notifying the external auditor.

Gahorpe € Fockerby @acish Coundil

certifies that during the financial year 2025/26, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for
the year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2025/26: [ 6 cO]

Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2025/26: ( q (4 =\

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

« The authority was in existence on 1st April 2022
« In relation to the preceding financial year (2024/25), the external auditor has not:
- issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
- made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
- issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice
+ commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
+ made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
« The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and, *
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2026.

Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements. .
Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date | confirm that this Certificate of

St caths 14 [o€ fro2el e e e 18 [06[2026
Signed by Chair Date as recorded in minute reference:

o Q1061 grnkes, 6 one/encror s
Generic email address of Authority business /pI‘efg oﬁé number

Clar K@ @c»(‘(: ho(PQ. gﬂo\SrOCke(by?( ogul OFF(I6SI0
*Published web address
(Www - Aalthorpe BUNA Solkelby X olg. Y

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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Seetion 1 —Annual Gavernanee Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

qdfu'\o((’e L Folkel by PeriSh Counail

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements -for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

T-We have put in place arrangoments for flocive Trancar [ eyt dHE acelintihg Statemerts it 3tcorfAnce s

"management during the year, and for the preparation of | with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

the accounting statements. »
7. We maintained an adequate system of internal confrol || matle proper arrangements and acceptedt responsititty—
"including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud | . for safeguarding the public money and resources in

and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters “has only done what it has the Tegal pewer fo do and has |
" of actual or potential non-compliance with laws, complied with Proper Practices in doing so.
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a
‘ significant financial effect on the ability of this \/
authority to conduct its business or manage its

—

finances.
4. We provided proper opportunify during the year for “| during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to |
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the | inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this |~ = tonsidered-and documented-the-financiat-and-otherrisks;it—1
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those faces and dealt with them properly.
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and | arranged for-a competent person, indeperndent of the financiat |
effective system of internal audit of the accounting controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. | internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriafe acfion on all matters raised ‘/ | responded to matters brought torits attention by internat-and—1
in reports from internal and external audit. external audit.

8. We considered whether any liigation, Tiabilities 6r =}~ dlisclosed everything it should-have-about ts business-activity —
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during the year including events taking place after the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on \/ end if relevant.
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them

in the accounting statements.

"9,_1F6r local councils only) Trust funds including

charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

“has met ail of its responsibifittes where, as abody
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
B (rust or trusts.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective [T | T
and data management in accordance with proper ;
practices during the year under review.

has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data”
management and has complied with proper practices in
doing so.

"Please provide explanations to the e'xtern’aI’é‘ﬁdit‘o‘r"‘o“n“'a‘"sm"sh'eetforeach“No‘response'and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

approval was given:
\4/06 (2026

and recorded as minute reference: Chair (-/\MN&Q/Q

. wh
MIWERS (9™ 500 [GenrmA kem —
25 budingsas /Hq Clerk LMo CoA

WIVIVE Ger(herfR and Socteerb3 PC- 09 vic

;mual Governanc - 3
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Seetion 3 = External Auditor's Report and Gertificate 2025/26

ntespectol  (CC bl orpR anh Sockerby Pk ik Coundi
1 Respeetive respensibilities of the auditer and the autherity

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A imited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with Intemnational
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Govemnment has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Retumn in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
+ confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

@2 External auditer's fimited assurance opinion 2025/26

[(Exceptforthe matters Teported below)* on-the-basisof our review-of Sections-+and-2-of the-Annual-Governance-and-Accountability-Returr;-in—
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and

no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
(*delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Otrer matters not affecting our opinion-which-we-drawto-the-attention-of the-authority:—————————— e e ]

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditer cerfificate 202626

We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and '
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act

2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

*Wedonot certify completion-because:

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
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